CHAPTER XXVH
CONCLUSION

The tidings brought an overwhelming manifestation of
sorrow and sympathy from all parts of the earth, and
we realised afresh that her name was known in every
continent, her story had crossed every sea. There had clus-
tered round her in her lifetime so many fantastic tales of
adventure, based on fad and embroidered by fidion, tales of
the Mystery Woman of the East, the uncrowned Queen, the
Diana of the Desert, that a kind of legendary personality had
emerged which represented Gertrude in the imagination of
the general public, to the day of her death*

When the crowning sequel came to those times of desert
adventure, when she saw her dreams of the Arab resurgence
turn into reality, she was one of those who helped to achieve
it. She was at the throbbing centre of the events which
lead to the dramatic leap into history of the Kingdom of Iraq
with an Arab prince on the throne.

During the years that followed, when she became a servant
of the State, her abilities were again conspicuously displayed
in what was to her the entirely new field of official life. But
her officialdom was always tinged with ardour and romance,
and it was an unceasing interest to her that her congenial
poft as Oriental Secretary to the High Commissioner enabled
her Still to keep in close touch with the Arabs of the desert
as well as with the increasing number of their kinsmen in the
town,
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